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Editor Amzomax, Sir: It is now, some

weeks, since I havo returned to your city, from

a short and pleasant visit to theMesilla valley,
in this territory, nnd the nncient city of Santa
Ke, (said to bo the second city, built on tho

American continent,) in New Mexico. Imme-

diately on my return, I had contemplated wri-

ting an account of the trip, for your spirited and

ably conducted little sheet, but sickness ami a
prcs.s of business, precluded the possibility of

my doing so at an earlier date. Thinking,
probably, i,t would bo better late than neter
I while away an hour or two upon this, the
Lord's dujy in " dialling up, for your readers.
tho "things which I saw," with some little di-

gression during myjourney thither, and stay

at the aforesaid places.
To begin, then: In company with tho Hos

J'nil, Heiiheiit, late of California, and two other

passengers, who werogoing " East, " I left Tuc-

son in tho Overland Mail Stage, and made the

distance 300 miles to Mesilla in 50 hours.
Although you travel night and day, you make

up for loss of sleep and other inconveniences
incident to the road, by the kindness and ntton

tion of the conductors and drivers, who accom.

imny vou, from station to station upon tl

route. They do all in their power to mako the

journey comfortabte for the Overland Passen
ger, and then you go " whirring" along at such

a rate, (particularly if you arc a " way passen

gcr") aud arrive at your place of destinatioi.
beforo yon hava time to reflect, that you arc

;io i traveling in a first class rail road car, in a

cozy and comfortable manner.
Tho Citv of Mesilla, is quite a large and

thriving place, containing about 1000 iuhabi

tanta .1,900 of whom are Mexicans, tho bal-

ance are what arc termed American or " white"

population. The city is surronded by cuito a
beautiful valley, with a fiue stream of good

water used for irrigation, bathing, cel. run-

ning Immediately in the rear of tho town. The
valley contains many thriving farms, upon
which fair crops of wheat and corn, aro gath-

ered yearly and in many cases two crops a

year are raised from tho samo laud and all this
withbut n particle of manure ; the land howev-

er, at certain seasons, in many places, over-

flows from the Itio Grande, henco tho contin-

ued richness and fertility of the soil. A'cgcta-blo- s

aro also grown in tho valley, but I under
stand tho Potato, from somo cause, has not

been raised with any doerce of succoss. Tho

Mexican farmer knows but little about " plant
ting, " compared with our western farmer
consequently the Mexican seldom gets, what

what would be termod, by tho American farmer
n " full" crop. All crop growing in this valley

nnd other parts of tho " Purchase," as well as

in tho Teriitory of New Moxico, is dono by

iniua.VTlO!!, which tho Mexican farmer under-

stands well, and it is surprising, to see tho

great extent and perfection tho watering of tho

soil, in this manner, is done, particularly in tho
territory of New Moxico.
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of COO miles tolerably large county, that. A

Justice of the I'eace, or Alcalde, also resides

here; and this year she sends a Senator and a

member of the lower House, to the Legislature,
which convenes the coming winter at Santa To.

The Shorilf, Mr. Itsan, and the Clerk of the

Court, Mr. Lucas, are both Americans, who

have boon a long time in the country, and have
Mexican families. other officers fte jeans while they retreating across the

county are Mexicnns, whp,do not speak or un-

derstand ono word of the Unglish language.
The juries are also Mexican, and tho proceed
ing or the UOuris pleadings and ..11, urn In the
Spanish language. Even tho Poll Iiooks for
tho Elections aro made out in the Spanish. All
the other arsons of the territory of Arizona,
aro the reverse of this the Americans have

something to say, about who shall be their o ni-

ce rs. Mesilla boasts of a jail, built in the mid-

dle of a street near, the plaza of upright logs,
fastened together with heavy iron chains but
notwithstanding this apparent security, aud
the prisoners are always heavily ironed, they
manage to have a "general jail delivery,' when-

ever they gat tired of their quarters, and have

a little outtide aid. One of these " deliveries "

took place during my sojourn in the place ; it
wag not " tkru " day, neither were there any
discharges issued bv tho Courts, and yet with

one solitary exception a Me.xicun that woulil

not " miszle," daylight found the jail tenant- -

less. Every ono appeared to b- - delighted-wit-

the escape, and that the city had got rid of feed- -

ng a lot of scoundrels. One mean

fellow loft without paying his lawyer a fee.
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ingto the custom the country, out pistol and od upon mo, had I further continued my r

and hit a in the heel. The Mex

icans being ton to ono of the Americans, they

were forced to givo way, and ran for it Some

eighteen or twenty shots were fired tho Amer- -

The of were
plaza, into Ilenn's Little or no damage

was done on either side. After battle, the ,y called Vigilance Committee
loss summed as and To borrow nn from

wounded, Americans and qt Foo " fled," as any
the corralod lienn's, with 60 wouu have done under similar circumstance
to 100 greasers on outside, in lookback with exceeding pleasure and somo

sorts of ways. In the morning, Major Gordon
Commander atbort to our
aid Lieut. Lord, with 25 Dragoons, who were
armed and equippod as the law directs. It is
needless to add, that the presence of these sol
diers had the desired effect, and " order reigned
in Warsaw." That night a rumour was again
rife, that Mexicans intended to renew tho
attack. Every American the place, with the
aid and assistance tho Overland Mail Com-

pany, and himself, and resolved

to do or die. It was a false It was
who from rcfer Louis

who had beon drinking, which
caused Mexican women and children to
sent of the way. And no one appearing on
the plaza, as had previously been
of the natives on beautiful moonlight Sunday
nights and this being hence tho cause for
the alarm of tho Americans.
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